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Hotel de Hirsch

Presentation

Kind Mansion
Architects Hector Lefuel , Léon Chatenay

( d ) (refitting and
augmentation)

Construction 1861
Sponsor Eugenie de Montijo
Owner Maurice de Hirsch
Patrimoniality  Classified HD (2002)

Location

Country  France
Region Ile-de-France
Commune Paris ( 8th  arrondissement ) _

Address 2 rue de l'Élysée and 24
avenue Gabriel

Contact 48° 52′ 08″ N, 2° 19′ 00″ E

Hotel de Hirsch
The Hôtel de Hirsch is a private mansion located

in Paris in the 8th  arrondissement , at no 
.
  2 rue de

l'Élysée and no .  24 avenue Gabriel , built for Baron
Maurice de Hirsch ( 1831 - 1896 ). It is now an
annex of the Elysée Palace housing certain
departments of the Presidency of the French
Republic , including since 1967 the African cell of
the Elysée in its successive forms.

In 1861 , Émile Pereire put up for sale a large piece
of land adjoining the Élysée Palace , along the rue de
la Reine-Hortense (current rue de l'Élysée) which
Napoleon III had had opened in the 1850s . The
town planning regulations prohibited the presence
of buildings for professional or commercial use.
Along the street, small private mansions of a
homogeneous style were built, which imitate, with
their small steps which one reaches by five steps and
their English court , the London houses of Georgian
style which the Emperor had admired during his
stay inEngland .

Empress Eugénie acquired part of the Pereire
property, at the corner of avenue Gabriel, and had

the architect Hector-Martin Lefuel build at no 
.
   2

rue de l'Élysée a three-storey hotel whose windows
overlooked the street and a garden extending to the
avenue. His intention is to make it a private
residence where visiting friends can stay and take
refuge on occasion to enjoy a little privacy and,
perhaps, also to accommodate his mother, the
Countess of Montijo, born Maria Manuela
Kirkpatrick ( 1794 - 1879 ).), daughter of Prince
Lucien Murat , Duchess of Mouchy by her marriage
to Antoine Just Léon Marie de Noailles , then leased
it to a private individual.
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information

see on the map of France
see on the map of Paris

After the death of Napoleon III, the hotel and the

"English houses" located at nos 
.
  4 and 6, rue  were

sold in 1878 by Eugène Rouher , acting as agent for
the "Countess of Teba", for the sum of 2,361,500
gold francs to Baron de Hirsch de Gereuth , a
financier from Bavaria who had settled in Paris with
his family in 1871 . Before moving in, he had a first
campaign of works carried out which completely
transformed the interiors, not without preserving a
blue living room decorated with a large painted
panel representing the Imperial Prince.by the
painter A. Jourdan. It is reported that, long after,
the ex-Empress, visiting the hotel, was touched by it
and warmly thanked the Baroness de Hirsch for
having had “the delicacy to respect this memory so
touching for a mother”  .

Barely installed, Baron de Hirsch found the house too cramped and undertook to enlarge it. He
bought easily and at reasonable prices the hotels at 4, 6 and 8 rue de l'Élysée as well as, after long
negotiations, the private mansion at 24-26 avenue Gabriel belonging to Alfred Cibiel , but which he
had to pay the exorbitant sum of 3,500,000 francs. The building complex thus constituted includes,
over nearly half a hectare, three adjoining buildings on rue de l'Élysée and two separate buildings on
avenue Gabriel. Significant work, entrusted to the architects Peyre and Châtenay  , is necessary to
make it, after a little over a year, a relatively harmonious ensemble from an architectural point of view.

The hotel was accessed either by a gate opening onto avenue Gabriel ( no 
.
  24) and leading to a garden

where there was a caretaker's pavilion, or by the two carriage entrances which still exist on rue de
l'Élysée, the one reserved for guests and the other for service and cars stored behind the main
courtyard.

The first body of the building – the one that has been preserved – included a pantry, a kitchen in the
basement and a large dining room lit by windows overlooking the rue de l'Élysée and the garden,
decorated with beautiful rockery woodwork. waxed oak from the Château de Bercy and overdoors
painted by Jean-Baptiste Monnoyer , all still in place today. This room was extended by a large white
paneled salon, the rotunda of which opened onto a terrace, and whose display cases contained a
collection of Saxony porcelain , and by two small salons. These rooms were led by a white marble
vestibule accessible from 2 rue de l'Élysée.

On the other side of this vestibule started a large gallery which connected this body of the building to
the second main building on the avenue Gabriel. This gallery was adorned with two Boulle marquetry
chests of drawers costing 500,000 gold francs each. It served a Louis XIV-style banquet hall capable
of accommodating 2,000 guests, lit by eight Bohemian crystal chandeliers and pairs of matching
sconces , whose mirror-covered doors imitated the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles . On the
other side, a veranda-greenhouse developed on the garden.

At the end of the gallery, in the second body of the building, was a spectacular grand staircase
designed by the architect Emile Peyre . “Made of white marble veined with green, the staircase began
with a central flight of sixteen steps in a straight line, the first of which was seven meters wide. This
first flight led to an intermediate landing from which left side flights with other intermediate landings
leading to the first floor which opened onto reception rooms and the winter garden. The walls and

Location on the map of Paris
1

2

3

javascript:
javascript:
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1878
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eug%C3%A8ne_Rouher
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_de_Hirsch
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavi%C3%A8re
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1871
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napol%C3%A9on_Eug%C3%A8ne_Louis_Napol%C3%A9on
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Famille_Cibiel
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%A2teau_de_Bercy
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Baptiste_Monnoyer
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Porcelaine_de_Saxe
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marqueterie#La_marqueterie_Boulle
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commode_(meuble)
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Style_Louis_XIV
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cristal_de_Boh%C3%AAme
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lustre_(ameublement)
https://fr.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Applique&action=edit&redlink=1
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galerie_des_glaces
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%A2teau_de_Versailles
https://fr.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Emile_Peyre&action=edit&redlink=1
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palier
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Paris_department_land_cover_location_map.jpg?uselang=fr
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Red_pog.svg?uselang=fr


7/28/22, 2:10 PM Hôtel de Hirsch — Wikipédia

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hôtel_de_Hirsch 3/5

ceiling of the stairwell were embellished with ornamental designs. On each side of the staircase, in
niches dug for this purpose,from Spain , supported by cupids in white Carrara marble , inspired by the
famous stoup of Saint Peter's in Rome  ! A chased green marble ramp, with a bronze handrail , led to
the three balconies of the loggia . The ceilings with mythological subjects in the stairwell were signed
by a painter named Chevallier . On the walls were exhibited various paintings including a landscape by
Ruyter and an imposing equestrian portrait of Louis XIV by Van der Meulen .. In the corners were
hung four large cartridges whose green marble background was encrusted with deer heads with
bronze horns, falling leaves and various ornaments. The masonry and painting of the staircase had
cost the tidy sum of 1,400,000 francs to which was added an additional million for the decoration. » 

This staircase was extremely commented. For the anti-Semite Édouard Drumont  : “This staircase [...]
hardly justifies the noisy admiration of which it is the object. The architect signed it as Raphaël would
have signed one of his paintings [...] Truly there is nothing to be so pleased with oneself. One cannot
imagine anything more incoherent and disproportionate than this staircase; it is wide enough at its
base for a regiment to pass through it, it is so narrow at the top [...] that one would think it was a
hidden staircase. It was from the top of this staircase that the baron said one day to his son, watching
the dukes, princes and marquis climb: "... All these people, in twenty years, they will be our sons-in-
law or our janitors."Theodor Herzl , who had come to present to Baron de Hirsch his project for the
creation of a Jewish state in Palestine , was dazzled by it: “A palace; a majestic courtyard, the side
stairs with noble proportions; and especially the grand main staircase, so many elements that
impressed me. Wealth affects me only in the form of beauty. And there, all was true beauty. The
paintings of great masters, the marbles, the discreet Gobelins! Damn it ! In slandering wealth, we have
neglected these accessories. Everything there was really in style and, a little dazed, I let myself be
guided from one valet to another. » 

 and works of art . On the first floor there was a
Renaissance room adorned with a monumental stone fireplace from the Château de Montal whose
headband, decorated with crests and coats of arms, was surmounted by a doe to which Baron de
Hirsch had had an antler added. deer with ten horns in gilded bronze and a Louis XVI style drawing
room decorated with a portrait of Louis XVI by Antoine-François Callet  , as well as the baroness's
small drawing room, decorated with panels inspired by Watteau . A winter gardenhad in its center a
basket filled with tropical flowers and on the side walls four splendid Beauvais tapestries with the
arms of the Count of Toulouse .

The second body of the building included a finished basement with a large kitchen, two pantries, two
rooms for the chef, the laundry room, three heaters, a ground floor, two noble floors and two attic
floors , including six reception rooms and twenty bedrooms with bathrooms, all served by a lift. The
first body of the building included, between the mezzanine, the first, the second floor and the attic,
about thirty rooms with bathrooms.

A third building, intended for outbuildings and stables  , comprised a basement, a ground floor, a
first floor with around twenty rooms, three sanitary facilities and partially fitted out attics. On the
ground floor was a shed for eight cars, a stable for eighteen horses, three boxes and a luxurious tack
room, mentioned by Drumont: “Camondo has twenty-four horses in his stable [...] Hirsch n There are
only twenty-three of them, but among them [...] a Roan Arab, present from HM the Emperor of
Austria [...] If the master is not impeccable, the dress of the stable l 'is. The upholstery in particular is
impeccable. It is a spacious room with high ceilings, whose marble fireplace is a masterpiece. All this
shines and shines and offers the spectacle of most ingenious arrangement. »  In his Souvenirs , Karl
de Hirsch, nephew of Maurice de Hirsch, reports that the stables on the ground floor having proved
insufficient, his uncle had others fitted out on the first floor, which required the design of a horse lift
.
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The reception rooms were filled with prestigious furniture
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The hotel was the scene of magnificent receptions. But the sudden death of Lucien de Hirsch, Baron
de Hirsch's only son, in April 1887 , put an end to his social life. Baron and Baroness de Hirsch
condemned the village hall and received only their family and friends. Baron de Hirsch set up the
offices of some of his philanthropic works in his hotel.

After her death in 1896 , the Baroness resided most of the time in her Château de Beauregard in La
Celle-Saint-Cloud , with her adopted son Raymond, who suffered from mental disorders. Her other
adopted son, Maurice Arnold, lived in London , and her adopted daughter, Lucienne, in Brussels with
her husband. She died in 1899 leaving her estate to her sisters and adopted children.

Talks were initiated under the Waldeck-Rousseau ministry to make the hotel a residence for foreign
heads of state visiting Paris. The government proposed to buy the building for 7 million francs, but its
collapse in 1902 led to the abandonment of the project, considered too expensive  . The other
proposals failed for various reasons, the main one being the prohibition of commercial or professional
activities which prevented the development of a hotel or a club. In 1905, the government considered
installing the Ministry of the Colonies at the Hotel de Hirsch but, again, the project was not followed
up. After the death of the Baroness de Hirsch's sisters, the hotel was put up for auction. The visits
attracted a considerable crowd, but no buyer showed up. In the end, the family decided to put it up for
sale in two separate lots, with a starting price of two million francs for each lot  , and got less from it
than the decoration work had cost thirty years earlier.

Today, the hotels at Nos 
.
  2 and 4 on rue de l'Élysée house the services of the Presidency of the French

Republic , in particular the diplomatic unit in the beautiful hotel at No. 
2
   , acquired by the State in

1967 to house the Secretariat for African and Malagasy Affairs. Nos .  6 and 8 are private residences .

The main building at 24 
avenue

   Gabriel was demolished around 1960 and replaced by a luxury
condominium. The garden is now cut in two, but the original railings have been retained. What

remains of the Hôtel de Hirsch at no 
.
 2 rue de l'Élysée was listed as a historical monument in 2002 

.
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